
Agenda for the day 

8:30-9:00 AM  Registration and Breakfast 
 

9:00-9:25 AM 
(25 Minutes) 
 

Welcome and Housekeeping 
 
- Trainer Introductions 
- Setting the Norms of the Training Space 
 
Learning Objectives 

- handout with outline of the day and list of learning objectives 
 
Agenda Overview and check-in about previous experience/specific needs 

- brief introduction of what the training will entail in terms of 
logistics, activities, etc. 

- reflect on some of what emerged from the Needs 
Assessment given out ahead of time 
 

- Announcement of Logistics (bathroom, wifi, breaks, attendance, etc.) 
- Housekeeping rules regarding cell-phone usage, etc. 

 

9:20-9:35 AM 
(15 Minutes) 
Session 1 
 

Overview of India Stations 
- Introduction to Hyderabad 
- Why diversity is essential for an organization & for FSO’s in 

Hyderabad (eg. large Muslim, Sikh, Parsi, Jain along with a 
majorly Hindu  population hence understanding the 
interplay) 

- How Hinduism influences most aspects of life & why 
understanding it is essential 

 
9:40-10:25 AM 
(45 Minutes) 
Session 2 
 

Culture-General Interplay of Religion and Culture: 
Foundation & Self Identity 
 
30min 
 
Lecture 

- cultural-general aspects of religion 
-  “invisible religion” 
- hidden in plain sight 
- framework of beliefs/behaviors/belonging 

 
- Iceberg: why religion, beliefs, etc. are in the hidden parts, and if they 

are hidden, how they are learned or understood 
- reflections from article readings: 



- “Holy Undercurrent: How Religion Shapes Culture 
Worldwide” 

- “How Much Christianity is Hidden in British Society?” 
 

15min 
- ‘Culturally Diverse You’ activity, focusing on religion and beliefs. 

- What have you been taught? 
- What do you actually practice and believe yourself? 
-  Can you narrow it down to only one thing?  
- share with a partner about the complexity of your beliefs, 

how religion shapes your own cultural identity, and if it was 
challenging to narrow it down to one word. 
 

10:25-10:30 AM 
(5 Minutes) 
 

Break 
 

10:30-10:50 AM 
(20 Minutes) 
Session 3 
 

Culture-General Interplay of Religion and Culture: Interacting with Others 
 
Discussion on culture/religious differences and how to navigate them 
 

- How do we face controversial ideas and beliefs? 
- How do we understand cultural/religious differences? 
- What do we do when we feel challenged? 

 
10:50-11:40 AM 
(50 Minutes) 
Session 4 
 

Jeo-parody!  
 
5 min 
rules and introduction to the game 
 
30  min 
play the game 
 
15 min 
mini debrief using parking lot if necessary 
 

11:40 AM-12:20 PM 
(40 Minutes) 
Session 5 
 

Culture-Specific: Intersections in India Part I  
Deep dive into the interplay of religion and culture in Indian society 
 
5 min 

- video introducing interplay of religion and culture in Indian society  
- both visible (direct) and invisible (indirect) interplay 

 
10 min 

- group discussion: reflect on the beliefs, behavior, and belonging 
aspects recognized during Jeoparody! and the video 

 
 



 
15 min 

- Roleplay everyday scenarios involving interplay of religion and 
culture 

10 min  
- debrief 

 
12:30-1:30 PM 
(60 Minutes)  
 

Lunch: 
Brown Bags (vegetarian, non-vegetarian, vegan, gluten-free etc) will be 
provided.  
 
Discuss culture-based ways of preparing and eating food. What would we be eating 
if we were in India? 
 

1:30-2:15 PM 
(45 Minutes) 
Session 6 
 

Culture Specific: Intersections in India Part II  
 
5min 
Energizer - Bollywood dancing, get our blood flowing after lunch! 
 
40 min 

- Skype session with an FSO currently based in Hyderabad, India to 
provide “real-life” perspective on the theory of the topic: 

- FSO will give a brief presentation on his/her posting so far in 
India and how s/he experiences culture and religion 
everyday 

- Q&A 
 

2:15-3:00 PM 
(45 Minutes) 
Session 7 
 

Why does this matter to you as an FSO in India? 
 
15 min 
Discussion: tying it all together 

-  concepts from Lectures and Discussions, Jeopardy, Role Play, and 
Skype Interview 

30 min 
- Case Study of an FSO’s experience of the interplay of Indian culture 

and Hinduism  
 

3:00-3:15 PM (15 
Minutes) 

Break 

3:15-3:45 PM (30 
Minutes) 
Session 8 

End of Day Reflection 
 
10 min  
Energizer - breathing/mindfulness centering activity 
 
20 min 

- Reflection/introspection - journaling based on suggested prompts 
related to all the learning of the day 



 
3:45-4:30 PM 
(45 Minutes) 
 

Next Steps 
 
20 min  

- go over Parking Lot 
 
5 min 

- Additional Resources Plug -- what resources they can refer to outside 
of this session to continue their learning on this topic 

5 min 
- Review for the next section of the FSO training 

15 min 
- Section Evaluation: fill out form 

  
 

 


